Restricted Anchoring in Studland Bay MCZ
Comments on MMO Proposals, by Dr Michael Simons,of the Boat Owners’ Response Group
1. Chart with Depths
The maps of the proposals for no-anchor zones (NAZ’s) shown by MMO at the March 18th and 25th 2021
consultations were deficient in two respects:
A. They were distorted and did not represent the true geometry of the Bay, and
B. They showed no depth data - a boat can only anchor where it can float, with a safety margin, so
water depth is a highly relevant piece of information.
We have rectified the MMO map (MMO proposal 3) and superimposed it on the current Navionics chart
for the Bay. There is now a good spatial match between the two charts. See Page 2.
Many sailing yachts in the 30 - 40 ft range have a draught of a little under or a little over 2.0 metres. We
have highlighted the 2 m depth contour on the chart with a red line. It is apparent that the area inside
this contour very significantly reduces the anchorage area available to this popular size of sailing yacht.
Smaller sailing yachts or shoal draught yachts may have draughts in the range 1.2 to 1.8 m. Spot
depths are also shown on the chart.
Motor boat draughts are 1 m+ for larger vessels, small motor boats can negotiate shallower water.
2. Position of No-Anchor Zone
The MMO chart on the next page shows the MMO’s proposed northern boundary of the NAZ (yellow
line). This is significantly north of the area mapped as seagrass beds (greyish dots). We have drawn in
a boundary close to the edge of the seagrass beds (magenta line) which would provide an extra band of
anchorable water which extends the permissible anchoring zone on average by about 150 metres to
the south, where the water is more sheltered, and gives a significant increase of anchorable water
inside the 2m depth contour.
We would point out that for much of the time, the water in the Bay is reasonably clear, and it is easy to
look over the side of a boat and see if there is marine vegetation or sand below. While we believe there
is a good chance that boaters would comply with a voluntary no-anchor zone where there actually is
seagrass, if they can see a wide area of bare sand in the NAZ then the NAZ will not be accepted as
credible. “There’s no seagrass here, so why shouldn’t I anchor here?” This also applies to the inshore
strip of sand used by small open motorboats, eelgrass will never grow there because of small breaking
waves and tidal drying out, that area should not be in the NAZ.
We note that the Marine and Coastal access Act 2009 does not require provision to be made for the
possible future expansion of a feature.
We are also aware that many factors can make a particular location unsuitable for seagrass growth,
including insufficient shelter from waves, unsuitable sediment type, and aquifers under the seabed
which can reduce salinity. If the eelgrass hasn’t grown somewhere, there is probably a good reason.
And in the Bay, that reason is not anchoring. Eelgrass (seagrass Zostera marina) and anchoring have
occurred together in the same part of the Bay for many decades, for the simple reason that both are
favoured by shelter from disturbance by waves.
Incidentally there is no evidence that the area of eelgrass has been decreasing, while a paper by Jones
and Unsworth (2016) puts the health of the Studland Bay eelgrass in terms of combined leaf length and
width and an overall (PCA) health parameter as second best out of the ten eelgrass bed sites studied in
the UK - second only to one in the Scilly Isles, which enjoys pure Atlantic Ocean water. This evidence
supports the conclusion that the health of the seagrass beds is also good. Real local evidence taken on
site, not cooked up from behind a desk from selected publications about other sites.
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Studland Bay Anchorage suggestion:
The MMO proposal 3 chart, rectified and
superimposed on a Navionics chart for the
area. Greyish dots, mapped eelgrass beds.
Yellow line, northern boundary of proposed
NAZ. Yellow diagonals, no-anchor area
(NAZ). Blue diagonals, the zone MMO
describes as available for anchoring. Red line:
the 2 metre depth contour. Yachts and
keelboats generally require 2 m depth or more
for safe anchoring. Some shoal draught finkeel models have draughts of 1.3 m. The
actual available anchoring area outside the
NAZ for most sailing yachts is much smaller
than the blue diagonal marked area.
The magenta line conforms more closely to
the mapped seagrass bed limits (with a minor
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