AERIAL IMAGERY OF STUDLAND BAY, 1972 - 2011
The images below are images used in the (currently withdrawn) MAIA report, obtained
following a Freedom of Information Request, showing aerial photographs of the Bay in 1972,
1985, 1990, 1997 and 2008. The last image is from Microsoft Bing Maps, dated 2011 by the
Bing Maps dating tool (http://mvexel.dev.openstreetmap.org/bing/ ).
The author has adjusted brightness and contrast values to facilitate comparison. Note that the
process of expansion and consolidation of the beds has continued between 1985 and 20011,
the inshore boundary having moved a further 10m - 20 m inshore between 2008 and 2011.
Compiled by Michael Simons, May 2014.
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Note patchy cloud in this
image has cast
shadows, visible along
the beach, which have
darkened areas of the
scene. See last page for
more.
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Closer view of the Bing Maps 2011 image
(Brightness and contrast further enhanced to reveal detail)

Ground truthing data is available for this image, in the Seastar Survey Report (Axelsson, M., Allen,
C. and Dewey, S. (2012). Survey and monitoring of seagrass beds at Studland Bay, Dorset –
second seagrass monitoring report. Report to The Crown Estate and Natural England by Seastar
Survey Ltd, June 2012) at
http://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/media/313222/Seastar%20survey%20Studland%20Bay%20seco
nd%20seagrass%20monitoring%20report.pdf
The methodical dived survey was carried out in two areas, a Voluntary No Anchor Zone (VNAZ)
whose centre is approximately shown above, and a nearby Control Zone, position not specified,
and the data for October 2011, which is within a month of the image date, is referred to here. The
two areas were found to have dense eelgrass at 55% coverage with an average shoot density of
208 shoots per sq metre, typical for the wider Weymouth and Portland area. Full details of species
present are given in the Dive Logs in the Appendix.

Left, the whole of the 1990 image at the
original brightness level, showing how patchy
cloud cover seems to have darkened the top
right corner, obscuring detail in the eelgrass
beds.

